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Untreated Sewage Flowing into Newark Bay and Raritan River 
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Begin forwarded message: 

From: jeff tittel <jeff.tittei@SIERRACLUB.ORG> 
Subject: Re: [CON-COM] WolfeNotes: Ten Days After Sandy, Millions of Gallons of Raw Sewage 
Date: November 7, 2012 3:14:34 PM EST 
To: NJ-CONSERVATION-COMM@LISTS.SIERRACLUB.ORG 
Reply-To: Jeff. Tittei@SierraCiub.org 

The Chapter broke the story last week 

Disabled North Jersey regional sewage plant dumping untreated waste into Newark Bay 

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 1, 2012,7:25 PM 
BY NICK CLUNN 
STAFF WRITER 
THE RECORD 
PAGES: 1 2 >DISPLAY ON ONE PAGE I PRINT I E-MAIL 

Michaellinhorst Snow/sleet has been falling steadily here MT@timesoftrenton: As snow squalls hit, 3k 
customers remain w/out powerbit.ly/RWOMpy3 minutes ago · reply · retweet · favorite 
1 new tweet 

NorthJerseybrk #ChrisChristie: Ready to move forward after election -shar.es/Gfqex4 minutes 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

Record_Melissa On Romney's loss@GovChristie says he's ready to move forward after 
election: bit.ly!YL5XA717 minutes ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk #FortLee students face power outage first day back 
after#Sandynorthjersey.com/fortlee/Fort_L ... about 1 hour ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk . @GovChristie says he is satisfied with how election went despite voting 
difficultiesnorthjersey.com/news/Christie_ ... about 1 hour ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk #ChrisChristie: State prepared for nor'easter #Athena -shar.es/GfahSabout 1 hour 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 
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NorthJerseybrk #Bergen County courts reopennorthjersey.com/news/Bergen_Co ... about 1 hour 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk Patience running low in #Bergenfield, where thousands are still 
without #powernorthjersey.com/bergenfield/Pa ... 2 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

Record_Melissa Line of dump trucks full of sand arrive on #LBI2 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

rebeccadobrien The Record's Political State blog tracked NJ elections,@Record_Melissa notes on 
Christie suggest GOP backlash:blog.northjersey.com/thepoliticalst...3 hours 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

record_dc Palatucci says the right candidate could break GOP drought in winning federal statewide races 
in NJ. Gee, wonder who? owl.li!f67B93 hours ago· reply · retweet · favorite 

Record_Melissa . govchristie speaks about storm prep in #HarveyCedarsinstagr.am/p/RvDNQONMta/3 
hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

Record_Melissa Louisiana state police in #HarveyCedarsinstagr.am/p/RvDAkgNMtW/3 hours 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk Menendez beats Kyrillos in N.J. Senate race -shar.es/GWsbs5 hours 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk Menendez beats Kyrillos in N.J. Senate race -northjersey.com/news/NJ_Sen_Me ... 5 
hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk Pascrell defeats Boteach in N.J.'s 9th District -shar.es/GW21G5 hours 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk Local and statewide election results for North Jersey -shar.es/GWrCo5 hours 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk Weather-weary NJ, NY residents bracing for nor'easter -shar.es/GWr215 hours 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

depaulcatholic Boys soccer: DePaul's Klenofsky chosen for All American 
gamenorthjersey.com/sports/1775738 ... via@NorthJerseybrk6 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

JimmyMargulies Margulies: Nov. 7, 2012 northjersey.com/news/opinions/ ... via @NorthJerseybrk8 hours 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

VarsityAces H.S.: Wayne Valley satisfied despite losing lead:bit.ly/UwoiSN9 hours 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

Varsity Aces H.S. Girls Soccer: Sarah Esposito lifts Saddle Brook:bit.ly/UwoD1 k9 hours 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

VarsityAces H.S. girls soccer: River Dell gets power back: bit.ly/UwoBGR9 hours 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

VarsityAces H.S. Girls Soccer: Morgan Barralleads Hasbrouck Heights/Wood-Ridge: bit.ly/UwowTo9 
hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

VarsityAces Cooper: Moonachie kids get a break from life via football at Wood-Ridge: bit.ly/Uwow5V9 
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hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

record_dc If what I am seeing on NY Times app before bed is right, Menendez won Somerset and 
Burlington counties. Wow owl.li/1 Pqcu312 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk One more time tonight: Here are your local #electionresults for North 
Jerseynorthjersey.com/news/bergen/20 ... 13 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk #DarrenCooper:#Moonachie kids get a break from life via football at Wood-Ridge -
shar.es/GoX1114 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk North Jersey turns out in high numbers for school board, county and local races
shar.es/Go0Sc14 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk Montclair State University students surge into Little Falls election, but don't upend local 
racesnorthjersey.com/littlefalls/Mo ... 15 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk The Associated Press has called the election 
for #Obamanorthjersey.com/news/Networks_ ... 15 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

Record_Melissa N.J. voters OK questions on $750M college construction, judicial benefits
shar.es/GbMMz #njvote15 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

Record_Melissa Incumbent Democrat Pascrell defeats Boteach in N.J.'s 9th District
NorthJersey.comshar.es/GbMUK #njvote15 hours ago· reply· retweet ·favorite 

NorthJerseybrk #Obama takes commanding lead as TV networks declare him the 
victornorthjersey.com/news/2012_Pres ... 15 hours ago· reply· retweet ·favorite 

Record_Melissa #NJ voters approve $750 million higher education capital 
bond shar.es/GbV8t #NJVote15 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk Former mayor's wife wins fiercely contested #Patersoncouncil 
seatnorthjersey.com/paterson/Forme ... 16 hours ago · reply· retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk Two #BergenCounty#GOP freeholder candidates take early lead- shar.es/GbRFs16 
hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk NJ voters turn out to back Obama #njvote- shar.es/GbRKo v16 hours 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk #NJ #voters approve referendum to borrow $750M for college projects
http://t.co/9WM4U3LU16 hours ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

NorthJerseybrk Elmwood Park voters reject muitimillion-dollar school projects -
NorthJersey.com shar.es/GbOtc via@sharethis17 hours ago· reply· retweet ·favorite 

NorthJerseybrk RT @fivethirtyeight: Obama Running Well in South-Central Ohio nyti.ms/SzsStq17 hours 
ago · reply · retweet · favorite 

One of the nation's largest wastewater treatment facilities has been pumping about 300 million gallons of 
raw sewage into Newark Bay since Monday, and environmental regulators weren't sure Thursday when 
the hurricane-disabled plant would resume operations. 

The plant run by the Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission, which treats wastewater for more than 20 
towns in Bergen and Passaic counties, was socked with damaging floods during the height of Hurricane 
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Sandy on Monday night and doesn't have the power needed to pump out a series of tunnels that were 
inundated during the storm, state officials said Thursday. 

Gas-powered generators at the plant are providing just enough power to maintain an outward flow, but 
the gas shortage has officials concerned about how long the limited back-up power supply can last. The 
state Department of Environmental Protection has called on federal and state emergency management 
officials to provide additional fuel, agency spokesman Larry Hanja said. 

The disabling of the plant is raising public health concerns, and questions as to whether the facility is 
adequately prepared to handle strong storms. Environmentalists said climate change will make storms of 
the same caliber as Hurricane Sandy more frequent, and that government must invest seriously in its 
infrastructure to safeguard basic services and environmental quality. 

"What frustrates me is that what happened is something that we've been saying for years can happen," 
said Jeff Tittel, director of the New Jersey Sierra Club. 

The plant is located in Newark across from Jersey City near the mouths of 
the Hackensack and Passaicrivers. During high tides on the rivers, bay water is pulled northward toward 
Bergen and Passaic counties. The public should avoid fishing or coming in contact with the waters within 
a few miles of the plant until further notice, Hanja said. 

Some town officials along the river resigned themselves to yet another piece of fallout from the 
storm. Rutherford Mayor Joseph DeSalvo Jr. said the flow of sewage into the waterways was a concern 
for every municipal leader. 

"But there's not much, in the emergency state we're in, that can be done," he said. "We need to just look 
to the future to see how it can be avoided next time around." 

Tittel said a treatment plant that is susceptible to storm surges should have strong barriers to keep 
floodwaters out and emergency equipment to expel water if any gets inside. 

more intense weather to the Northeast. 

"Fixing the infrastructure we have is the only way we're going to find our way around these problems," he 
said. 

Wastewater treatment plants statewide were hit hard by Sandy. Malfunctions at a wastewater treatment 
plant in Middlesex County caused it to discharge untreated sewage into Raritan Bay on Thursday, Hanja 
said. 

"We've had a number of concerns at wastewater treatment plants across the state," he said. 

Passaic Valley's executive director, Michael DeFrancisci, said in a statement that facility staff was 
working with Public Service Electric & Gas to restore p 

Jeff Tittel, Director 
NJ Sierra Club 
145 W Hanover St 
Trenton, NJ 08618 
609-656-7612: phone 
609-656-7618: fax 

From: New Jersey Chapter Conservation Committee [mailto:NJ-CONSERVATION
COMM@LISTS.SIERRACLUB.ORG] On Behalf Of Laura 
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Sent: Wednesday, November 07, 2012 3:01 PM 
To: NJ-CONSERVATION-COMM@LISTS.SIERRACLUB.ORG 
Subject: [CON-COM] WolfeNotes: Ten Days After Sandy, Millions of Gallons of Raw Sewage 

Sent to you by Laura via Google Reader: 

Ten Days After Sandy, Millions of Gallons of Raw Sewage Continue To Flow Into NJ Rivers From 
Knocked Out Sewage Treatment Plants 

via WolfeNotes.com by Bill Wolfe on 11/7/12 

sewage treatment process at Middlesex County Utilities Authority plant 

"EPA has been working very very hard on the sewage treatment plant problems we are [at] the 
facilities, brought in an epa staffer from texas who worked on dewatering the new orleans potw, etc etc 
etc" High level EPA official 

Last week, after "Superstorm Sandy" hit, I called DEP to ask about loss of power at sewage treatment 
plants, especially those that discharge to rivers above water supply intakes. 

They didn't return the call. 

As we've written, water and sewage treatment plant vulnerability to storm surge, flooding, and loss of 
power is a well known but largely ignored problem, particularly threats to downriver water supply intakes. 

I spoke to reporters about the issue to see if they had heard anything -one reporter confirmed that he 
had spoken confidentially with sewage plant operators and knew there were serious problems, but no 
one would go on the record and the DEP was not returning his calls. 

Well, the Bergen Record broke the story bigtime, forcing DEP's hand. 

Last Thursday, the Bergen Record reported 

Disabled North Jersey regional sewage plant dumping untreated waste into Newark Bay 

One of the nation's largest wastewater treatment facilities has been pumping about 300 million gallons of 
raw sewage into Newark Bay since Monday, and environmental regulators weren't sure Thursday when 
the hurricane-disabled plant would resume operations. 

The plant run by the Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission, which treats wastewater for more than 20 
towns in Bergen and Passaic counties, was socked with damaging floods during the height of Hurricane 
Sandy on Monday night and doesn't have the power needed to pump out a series of tunnels that were 
inundated during the storm, state officials said Thursday. 

To get a handle on the statewide scope of the problem, on Monday, our friends at PEER put out the 
below press release: CASCADING FAILURES THREATEN NEW JERSEY WATER 
SUPPLIES Abandonment of Climate Preparedness Work Aggravates Garden State's Plight 
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Posted on Nov 05, 2012 

Trenton - New Jersey is in a race against time to safeguard its supply of drinkable water due to massive 
amounts of sewage flowing from treatment plants disabled by Hurricane Sandy, according to Public 
Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER). Drinking water intakes on several rivers are under 
threat from potentially inoperative sewage plants, power blackouts and failing back-up generators. 

The state has declared a "water emergency" and issued boil water advisories for several communities 
due to loss of power at the drinking water plants. Current water use restrictions include bans on watering 
lawns, ornamental fountains, car and truck washing. 

In a press release issued last Friday, the state Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) confirmed 
that "several waste water treatment facilities in the state are off-line, resulting in the temporary runoff of 
effluents into certain waterways" but has not provided the number or locations of disabled plants. DEP 
did list the following water bodies, including major drinking water sources, as contaminated: 

"New Jersey portion of the Hudson River, Passaic River, Hackensack River, Newark Bay, Kill Van Kull 
and Arthur Kill, Raritan Bay, Raritan River, and Sandy Hook Bay" 

"With hundreds of millions of gallons of raw sewage pumping into rivers each day, drinking water intakes 
on these rivers are at risk of shutdown. If these intakes are forced to close, it is unclear how long cities, 
particularly in northern New Jersey, will be able to supply water to residents," stated New Jersey PEER 
Director Bill Wolfe, noting that the absence of information on the status of scores of sewage treatment 
plants has kept the public in the dark. "Unless these sewage treatment plants are brought back on line 
we will move from a statewide water emergency to a water catastrophe." 

And what do you know? 

DEP is finally starting to tess up! 

Today, DEP issued a press release finally admitting that the Middlesex County MUA sewage treatment 
plant is discharging millions of gallons of raw sewage to the Raritan River: 

CUSTOMERS OF MCUAADVISED TO FURTHER REDUCE WATER USE TO LIMIT POLLUTING 
RUNOFF INTO RARITAN RIVER AND RARITAN BAY 

(12/P139) TRENTON- Residents and businesses in the 38 towns served by the Middlesex County 
Utilities Authority's wastewater treatment system are advised to further minimize water use to reduce 
stress on the storm-damaged sewage treatment system and help limit polluting effluent now flowing into 
the Raritan River and Raritan Bay. 

So, is the problem limited to the Middlesex MUA and Passaic Valley plants? 

Or are more plants discharging raw sewage? 

Are discharges above water supply intakes? If so, are those intakes shut down? If so, is there adequate 
water supply? 

Will DEP please clarify? 
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